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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent temn adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )EI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 February 2004 , 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 7-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hosoi 
(5,168,429) in view of Ishida (5,949,565). 

Regarding claims 7, 10, and 11, Hosoi teaches a portable electronic apparatus having a flat panel 
display unit removably attached thereto (col. 1, Hnes 14-18), a portable computer comprising a 
body 3 having connection section portion 19 (see Fig. 1, coL 3, lines 31-40), a display member 
17 that is detachably installed with respect to the body 3 (Fig. 4, and col. 1, lines 14-18), a pair of 
rotation pins (rotary shafts 47 and slide pawls 55) that are rotatably the connection section 19 
(Fig. 5, and col. 4, lines 22-28), fixing brackets by teaching fixing portions 117 and coil springs 
1 1 5 wherein the unit body 1 1 1 includes a pair of spring fixing portions 1 1 7 for fixing one end of 
the respective coil springs 115, and a pair of guiding grooves 59 and stopper grooves 60, 
continuous with the guiding grooves 59, formed therein such that respective slide shafts 1 13 
having a spring fixing portion 121 for fixing the other end of the coil spring 115, and includes 
the rectangular hole 1 19 for allowing the slide knobs 61 to be operative in a direction indicated 
by an arrow B (see col. 5, lines 22-34 and Figs. 7 and 8), a means for maintaining connection to 
define a locking means by teaching how the display unit 5 is fixed in an arbitrary position 
between different positions wherein the rotary shaft 47 includes a shaft body 125 in which an 
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insertion hole 124 is formed, a shaft holder 127 for fixing the rotary shaft 47 to the top cover 1 1, 
a coil spring 129 wound on the shaft body 125, a stopper 13 1 of the coil spring 129 (Fig. 12, and 
col. 6, lines 9-16), and a means for canceling the connection between fixing brackets and rotation 
to define an unlocking means by teaching how the display unit 5 is released when the 
engagement between the slide pawl 55 and the rotary shaft 47 is released (col. 6, lines 17-30 and 
Fig. 13). 

However, Hosoi does not teach a light receiving module in said display receiving said picture 
signal as light emitted from said light emitting module. 

Ishida teaches a light receiving element 48 that is mounted in display member 21 to receive an 
image signal as light emitted from said light emitting element 47 when the display member 21 is 
mounted on the body 2 (see col. 5, line 55-col. 6, line 10, and Fig. 3). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Hosoi and 
Ishida' s inventions because while Hosoi teaches a display member 17 that is detachably installed 
with respect to the body 3 by means of a display connector, Ishida teaches how the portable 
device enables an image signal to be carried as light from the light emitting module. The 
motivation for combining these inventions would have been to minimize or eliminate the wirings 
between the apparatus body and the display unit, so that the image signals can be send to the 
display unit in a cordless manner (col, 3, lines 4-7). 

Regarding claim 8, further, Hosoi teaches a pair of latch grooves 3 1 for engaging the latch pawls 
21 which are formed at the front end portion of the front top 25, and an opening 33 for exposing 
the keyboard 13 is formed in the central portion thereof (col. 3, lines 49-53, and Fig. 3), a pair of 
guiding grooves 59 and stopper grooves 60, continuous with the guiding grooves, formed in the 
front surface 53 that are provided in the guiding grooves, slide knobs 61 connected to the slide 
pawls 55 for effecting a slide operation between a third position for allowing the slide pawls to 
be projected from the slide pawl hole 5b in the outside surfaces 49 to engage them with the 
rotary shafts 47 and a fourth position for allowing the slide pawls to be drawn or pulled into the 
outside surfaces to release the engagement with the rotary shafts 47 (col. 4, lines 31-41, and Fig. 
5). 



Regarding claim 9, Further, Hosoi teaches a connector hole 35 for exposing a connector on the 
body side being formed in the central portion of the center top 27 (col. 3, lines 53-55, and Fig. 3), 
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and a means for canceling the connection between fixing brackets and rotation to define an 
unlocking means by teaching how the display unit is released when the engagement between the 
slide pawl 55 and the rotary shaft 47 is released (col. 6, lines 17-30, and Fig. 13). 

Regarding claim 12, further, Hosoi teaches a pair of latch grooves 31 for engaging the latch 
pawls 21 which are formed at the front end portion of the front top 25, and an opening 33 for 
exposing the keyboard 13 is formed in the central portion thereof (col. 3, lines 49-53 and Fig. 
13). 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier conmiunications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ricardo L. Osorio whose telephone number is 571-272-7676. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 7:00 A.M. to 5:30 
P.M. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Bipin Shalwala whose telephone number is 571-272-7681. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 571-273-8300 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to the Customer Service Window at the 

Randolph Building, 401, Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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